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The (Im)Mature Church
To The Church of God
Been looking at the letter to the Church at Thessalonica…one of Paul’s early letters…

A “good” congregation…much to complement

Turn to another early letter, this one to Corinth…Not such a good example

To call them “Immature” is kind

Established during Paul’s second missionary journey – Acts 15:40 – 18:22
Was prevented from going to Asia by the Holy Spirit – Acts 16:6 – 8

Paul had a vision “being invited to Macedonia – Acts 16:9

This ministry was not promising at the beginning

1)
In Philippi, Paul and Silas were flogged and jailed

2)
In Thessalonica, had to leave “as soon as it was night” because of a Jewish mob who opposed him  

3)
In Berea, Jews from Thessalonica came causing trouble and he had to leave. Silas and Timothy remain but Paul was taken to Athens

4)
In Athens, Paul was able to preach openly, but his message ended in teaching of the resurrection people turned against him…some believed 
5)
Moved on to Corinth…the city was built on an elevated terrace at the foot of the Acrocorinth, a rocky hill rising to 1886 feet above the sea
The temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty, stood on the

highest peak of the Acrocorinth. Corinth is thought to have been a very evil city with “sacred” prostitution etc. 

When Paul was there, Corinth was a relatively young city, being refounded by Rome about 44 B.C. 
Likely, the morals of Corinth were perhaps no worse, or better, than other cities of the day

"The city to which Paul came preaching the gospel was, therefore, a very cosmopolitan place. It was an important city. It was intellectually alert. It was materially prosperous. It was morally corrupt. There was a pronounced tendency for its inhabitants to indulge their desires of whatever sort. ...The ideal of the Corinthian was the reckless development of the individual. The merchant who made his gain by all and every means, the man of pleasure surrendering himself to every lust, the athlete steeled to every bodily exercise and proud in his physical strength, are the true Corinthian types: in a word the man who recognized no superior and no law but his own desires". [Leon Norris , I Corinthians, Tyndale]

At Corinth, Paul met two Jews - Aquila and Priscilla – they had left Rome at the decree of Claudius for Jews to leave Rome - they were tentmakers

Paul used the synagogue to meet Jews and Greeks who attend there on the Sabbath day

This was a big turning point for Paul – Acts 18: 5 – 11

This letter was written to Corinth, likely, in the mid 50s

The Occasion: 
1) It had been reported there were divisions in the congregation – 1 Corinthians 1:10, 11

2) Had received some questions from them – 1 Corinthians 7:1; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1

The letter is one strategy for helping them get things in order

Sent Timothy to remind them of his way of life and in an effort to soften his coming – 1 Corinthians 4:14 – 21

What are some of the problems at Corinth?

1. The congregation was split over personalities with potential of destroying the Church –                        1 Corinthians 3:16, 17

2. Their arrogant acceptance of immorality in the congregation – …”of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife” – 1 Corinthians 5:1

3. Problem of brethren taking each other to court

4. Unfaithfulness in marriage
5. Failure of strong to help the weaker brothers grow

6. There is chaos in the assembly…

Next time we will begin in chapter one to study this book…

